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- Mission Statement 
“Highwater Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, will be an active family of faith 
in North Central Licking County, dedicated to building awareness of God, Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit through meaningful worship, diverse service, and genuine fellowship.”    

“Reentry” ... 
is a big word in our 
world now.  It’s a singu-
lar word that suggests 
that the world is strug-

gling to move back toward some normal—kind 
of like the way things used to be before COVID-
19 but acknowledging that, in fact, things will 
never be the same as they were before.  Churches 
are struggling with reentry, and we’re not alone; 
certainly, schools, businesses, health care agen-
cies and, well, everything else is, too. 
 I certainly feel it on Sunday mornings.  
Several things can be true at the same time…
COVID has taught us the importance of provid-
ing a quality, convenient way to experience our 
worship services from faraway or on your sched-
ule, not ours; but, church is a communal experi-
ence.  We are meant to join together, be collec-
tively deepened spiritually, and sent out to make 
a difference in our world.  As we sit in the rela-
tively empty sanctuary on Sundays, there’s no 
way to feel the presence of the people watching 
at home, to gauge their expression, to catch up 
with them before or after the service.  This is part 
of the pain of reentry.  We can once again say, 
“Summer Worship at 9:30 am!” and unlike every 
other year, it’s just not the same.  No one is to 
blame; but there’s no reason not to give voice to 
what everyone is thinking.   
 Apollo 13 is one of my favorite movies, 
and I am always drawn to the end when the bad-
ly damaged shuttle and astronauts try to return to 
Earth after its failed mission to walk on the 
moon.  There’s a several minutes long climax to 
the movie as the command module goes through 
reentry—passing through the earth’s atmosphere.  
Everyone holds their breath, things look bleak, 
and finally, there’s a successful outcome for the 
astronauts.  I don’t know how long our own 
reentry will last, but it’s going to be a bumpy 
ride.  Let’s hold on to our faith and to one anoth-
er—in-person or virtually. 

 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Scott 

Pastor Scott has some scheduling  
information to share. 

He will be out of town on the days noted  
but can be called in case of an emergency. 

Following is his schedule for July: 
 

July 5-10 
July 13-Afternoon of 14th 

 
Following is Pastor Scott’s  

Vacation for July 
Pastoral Coverage will be in place 

July 19-30 

Salvation Army summer Lunch Program 
Volunteers are needed to pack lunches on Tuesday  
mornings at the Newark Salvation Army location.  

Some of our volunteers can be seen above. 
Sign-up in the Binder 

 

Highwater to serve at Miller Park 
in Utica  

July 5th-9th 
Sign-up in the Binder 
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Prayers for those in need of healing: 
 

Betty Nash   Gayle Gibson     Bob Tucker    
Dave Nash  

 Tom Siegel   Becky Wright   Donna Shipley   
Laurie Garno  Lane Gibson Jim Farmer     

Sharon Mummey   
Mark Frick  Marsha King  Judy Schmoll   

Stewart Krulikoski & Family   
Theresa Gonda  Kay Wightman 
 Christine Schmidt  Dick Gibson   

 
 

Continued prayers:  
For all those who have been there on the front lines during this un-

certain time and who will continue to be there through the next year. 
And for those who serve in our armed forces and all of  their fami-

lies, as well as those who have suffered the loss of a loved one. 

Who to call with ideas  
and questions 

Moderator 

    Jackie Parrill 740-817-0295 

Care Ministry 

    Mary Jo Layman 740-404-4249  

Christian Education 

    Abby Shipley  740-975-1209 

Fellowship Ministry 

     Tracy Storts    

Membership & Outreach Ministry 

    Amy Gartner    740-624-0232 

Missions Ministry 

    Mike Laughlin  740-501-8227 

    Mark McKimmins 614-565-3509 

Music and Worship Ministry 

     Janine Shipley 740-404-8837 

Stewardship Ministry 

     Kathy Preston     740-745-1043 

Treasurer 

      Jack Schmidt      740-587-2890 

Trustees   

     Phyllis Buxton    740-745-2152 

     Peggy Green       740-892-3235 

     Jeff Preston        740-644-1614  

     Bob Tucker        740-405-3291  
         or 3292  

     Andy Kalas        740-973-1143  

WISH   

   Becky Campbell  740-501-2421 
WISH II Quilt 

      Adrienne Anderson 740-404-4891 
 

Due to the love and generosity that is this Church, 
the day to day functions of the church continue, as 
well as our ministry outreach. At the time of the 

writing of this newsletter, our general fund giving 
is currently at  $70,0625.  

This puts us at -$735.00 for our 2021 giving goal 
 

Our weekly Giving Goal is $2,950 per week. 
 

Thank you Janine Shipley for  
Organizing the meal served to 

those in need at the  
Salvation Army  

July 4th 

Happy Anniversary 
 

7/02  Jake & Alicia Preston 
7/08  Dick & Gayle Gibson 
7/10  Tom & Nancy Siegel 

7/21  Adam & Ashley Shipley 
7/29  Mark & Lenae Marston 

 

Happy Birthday to: 

 
7/05  Joy Smith 
7/06  Vicki Anderson 
7/06  Nick Patton 
7/08  Cindy Campbell 
7/08  Larry Smetts 
7/09  Fred Grace 
7/09  Kelsey Keener 
7/10  Amanda Gartner 
7/16  Roger Webb 
7/20  Jake Preston 
7/20  Adrienne Anderson 
7/25  Christine Ramsey 
7/26  Dick Gibson 
7/31  Katherine Shipley 

WISH Gathering & Dinner 
Monday, July 12th   6:30p 
At Larry Baughman’s Home 

1274 Marion Rd NW 
Hostess– Phyllis Buxton 

It’s summer ladies so keep it light, but bring a 
side to share. 

All women of Highwater are members of 
WISH and feel free to bring a friend or maybe 

offer to give someone a ride. 



Highwater Church                                                                                                  3                                                                                                  July         2021 

Church Council met in person and virtually 
on  

June 17th, 2021.   
The following business took place: 

 

 The Highwater Church Council met June 
17th at 7pm with 13 people in attendance, in per-
son and on Zoom. 

Kathy Preston, Stewardship Ministry, stated that we have received offerings of $70,065.26 for the General Fund 
through June 13, 2021 (year to date). We are $735 from our 2021 giving goal. Kathy reported that so far, we have re-
ceived $2000 more money than we received in 2020.  
Kathy also reported that we have received $58,737.60 this year for specific church funds. This includes the annual 
$50,000 annual donation from the Bruce and Carolyn Claggett Fund received on June 9: $45,000 was deposited into 
the Memorial Endowment Fund; $5,000 was deposited into the Heritage Fund. 
  

Jack Schmidt, Treasurer, reported $61,840 in expenses for the year through June 13, 2021.  
Of note: 80% of the monetary growth from the Memorial Endowment Fund is available for use by council for 
capital improvements. If the church needs additional money from the Endowment Fund, it requires a 2/3rds 
approval vote from the congregation. 
 

Sabbatical Guidelines were discussed and approved. 
 

Debbie Smetts announced her retirement from the Office Administrator’s position as of Thursday, August 26th. Coun-
cil members expressed understanding but stated she would be missed and that we appreciated all that she has done for 
our church. 
 

The Hog Roast was approved for 2021 and will be held in October this year. 
 

Mary Jo Layman, Care Ministry, reported that 6 cards were sent, and 5 meals delivered. Casseroles are still needed. 
Please label with date/contents and place in the church freezer. She also reported that $205 was spent on the Salvation 
Army Meal. 
 

Abby Shipley, Christian Education, reported that VBS is June 28-30, 9am to noon. The theme is the Olympics. Cur-
rently there are 34 children registered to attend. Abby would like to begin discussion on engaging a Youth Director at 
Highwater. She will research options and present at the next Council meeting. 
 

Pastor Scott reported that the Missions Ministry at Highwater will be the depot for the Church World Services Hy-
giene and Disaster Relief kits in September. Monies have been received to begin building the kits. More is needed. 
Miller Park Summer Lunch Program through the Salvation Army has begun. Highwater will serve meals at the park 
July 5-9. You can sign up to help in the church binder.. We have volunteers packing lunches on Tuesday mornings at 
the Salvation Army. 
 

Janine Shipley, Worship and Music, reported her ministry oversees the Salvation Army meal in July. She stated that 
Doug Posey had done a wonderful job in getting the sanctuary streaming technology up and running. A traveling mi-
crophone will be included soon so we can hear people speaking from the pews through the live feed. We have a new 
snap on microphone for Pastor Scott to use. She received a phone call from Rev. Torie Front that a set of bells are 
available if we would like to have them (our church currently has chimes).  Sadly, during the meeting, we received 
word that Doug Posey had passed away unexpectedly. Council approved that $500 will be sent to the family to help 
with expenses and that Rev. Scott Schieber will reach out as well. 
 

Trustee Chair, Bob Tucker reported that the chimney was capped to keep out raccoons. Repair was made to the pres-
sure switch on the water pump in the basement. The parking lot will be put on the schedule to be sealed. 
 

Jackie Parrill, Moderator, recommended the approval of a Sabbatical for Reverend Scott Schieber for June, 2022. Fi-
nancial support of $7000, which is 10% of his salary, was approved and will come from the Council Discretionary 
Fund. A Special Fund Offering will begin June 27th and will run through September 30th in hopes of collecting the 
remaining $8300 which is needed for the trip. A letter to congregational members will be sent in early July personally 
requesting help in this funding. The Schiebers will be responsible for insurance and other costs associated with this 
trip. Pastoral Relations recommends we have complete pastoral coverage while Pastor Scott is on Sabbatical Estimat-
ed cost at $2500.  
 

Pastor Scott reported he will be on vacation July 19-30. 
 

The meeting was adjourned. Next meeting will be August 19th at 7pm. 
 

Submitted by Janine Shipley. 

notes 



WE’RE ON THE WEB! Check us out!  www.highwaterchurch.org 

1213 Dutch Lane Rd  Newark  OH  43055 

Pastor Scott Schieber, Minister 

Email: schieber@columbus.rr.com 

(C) 614-226-1314  

Debra Smetts, Secretary & 

Newsletter Editor 

Email : highwaterchurch1213@gmail.com 

Phone : 740.745.1281 

Jackie Parrill, Moderator  740-817-0295 

WISH II Quilt  
Join us 

Wednesday, July 14th 
6:30p 

In the Church Narthex 
Looking forward to lots of 

Sew to Tell! 

Have a  
Happy  

and Safe  
4th  
of  

July 

Join Us 
Sundays  
at 9:30a 

 

At Highwater Church 
July 11th 8a-12p.  
Please sign up at  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Highwater-Church-a-UCC-congregation-256073131112280/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdlSIefdrSJRGG2mOL2zi-A
https://highwaterchurch.org/

